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This book defines and describes the ancient craft of bonsai. The techniques of this precise art form

are clearly described, and provides a stunning and fully comprehensive reference that is ideal for

the beginner as well as the more experienced bonsai artist.
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This fully illustrated volume is ideal for everyone from the rank novice to those who already have a

strong foothold in this art form. The layout of this book is extremely appealing, informational, and

just begs to be browsed. I purchased this book along with "101 Essential Tips: Bonsai" for a family

member who is very interested in this hobby. This encyclopedic volume is much more involved, but

is very complimentary to the other one. There are 800 photographs in this book and those alone are

a real plus.The introductory pages discuss bonsai and exactly what it is and isn't. The reader is

urged to "not become too ambitious too soon in the process" and "move forward in logical steps,

proceeding with caution." There is a brief, but enlightening section on the history of bonsai before

the book launches full force into a magnificent treatise on varying aspects of this art form. This

"encyclopedia" is not laid out in an A to Z manner, but rather unfolds in a leisurely one, one that the

reader can feel comfortable with and enjoy. For example, when discussing how to create a cascade

bonsai, you will read a bit about what the plant represents, its style, design, and how one goes

about creating such a plant. Equipment you will need is listed followed by instructions and nine

small, but detailed photographs.This highly detailed book covers so much ground I would almost



say this would be the only book one would ever need, but exploring other books can be just as

exciting as searching though a greenhouse looking for the perfect starter plant.
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